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REPORT ON -A VISIT TO ST. LUCIA: 2 - 6 OCTOBER, 1956,
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The chief purpose of this visit was to find out how fax
' 1 and prawns had extended up townrd: the lakes since
of the causeway on l?th April, 189856 Previous
deptember 1954 and June 1958, and 1h, observations
T gers had given a Tt&ln amount of information
i ology of the lakes gince the mouth closed in "April,
f fessor J. H, Day p01nto out that none of the chief
; es could breed in St. Iucia nor could the Penagid
% were important as food. He thought it unlikely
would breed either, and this belief has proved
' Since the mouth closed fishing has continued to be satis-
) rsotory at times in various parts of the lakes, but no small
? igh have been caught for the last three years or so. The anly
Lujwvd fish which did breed was the perch, Acanthopagrus berda,
:; LJqumlvﬁhue- y analysis and scale reading failed to indicate
: ghe presence of any salmon, grunter or bream that had been
,;ﬁcﬂui l ater thu“ the beginning of 1951,
¥ By Se ptember 1954 only large mullet could be caught in the
the smallest Mugil caphalus measured was nearly 17 inches
A ; An wtempt on the part of shoals of mullet to ”Efbh th¢
p reported in the winter of 1951. Again in AUgUS 1955 ‘

r at Charter's Creek observed large numbers
yravelling down towards the estuary. TL“; tried to
. : he causeway that blocked their path, but eventually
ine lake. Specimens caught near the caus ley were

Penaeid prawns died out after the mouth closed;

e ported was a 1arge Penaeus indicus taken in
51 i 19544 The estuarine prawns, Macrobrachi
breed in lagoons and river mouths also disappear
cegsive salinities

11ty occurred during

3 Great fluctuations in
g L., years or so in which re have been taken, bembe r
A 1§ he 1c of the lakes wa ow after a prolonged
. it in in the eat ‘ Salini
¥ Ve high, with a2 maximum 7
ner thousand compared with & : 3@a water
g Creek the salinity about equal to that
s far up the Nyalazi Ri as the hippopoetamus
: ity was 27 parts per thousand, At that time plankt
b parts pex the time plan
enthonic organisms were scarce with the resgsult that
pigh were in poor condition.

down *0 “Yly north side of the
hwater shrimps and even insect larvae




After the section of causeway beneatl
preachcd on 17 April 1956, large shoals of
pproaching the newly opened ; age from £
STCI were reported to have turned bac

< ~ A N A 5 ! y y ~
S suggested that the narrowness of

A v
hem off, besides the presence of
he

entions, however, that shoals of mullet
U

vary often moved up and down with the tide
£ 1
L

1

. did L. towards the lakes, although no ﬂ%stLuctIOJ
existed. Recent observations cannot, thers :

HE

: ag proof that fish are turned back by the br“ugb
: channel is only some 85 feet wide and 3 feet dee
series of salinity readings, tak or
956, showed that sea water had extended a ¢
igtance up the narrows. \t high tide the
n parts per thousand were recorded; N. side o
mile N. of Mpate mouth 29.5; S. of Brodie's
marter's Creek 18.5. In the lskes salir han e
ry little during the previous 18 months or so. There was a
ight increase from Charter's northwards, the reading at
ed . | Panies being 20,
s

Specimens were collected with a 50 foot seinz net of
¢ inch me sh and also a pllnkton nete, Plankton wum;.v¢ were
2007 in abundance and have not yet been analysec The geine
tings gave interesting results and the luluuWinﬂ table
wummarises the rucoruu obtained from mine localitics (1) Lowerx
- gguary, (2) North gide of bridge, (3) Two miles above brd
) lipate mouth, (5) Near Brodie's Crossing, (6) One wmile south
; of Charter's Creek, (7) Charter's Creek, (8) Panies Island,
- g} South shore of Hellls Gate,

age,

ly fish and prawns are recorded here; the ocao
h 1s.indicated by a "p" for present, ”1“ for faj
!

" e 4 o N0

M ¥ v
gnmon, "c® for common, "a" for abundant. The only other

wpﬂnltmT of the fauna which may be mentioned is "gti a

SP. This mollusc has multiplicd re apidly ir
ns. After disappearing almost entire ST
: Charter's Creek and Panics Island areas,
§ri
. 508
f Table summary/..




Locality

paeus monodon (Tiger Prawn) a.ip
nseus indicus (White Prawn)

aeus jeponicus (Ginger Prawn) a'm

o)

bapenncus Monoceros e P
srobrachium spp. (Freshwater Prawn) C W ot
anthopagrus berda (Perch) D fion

ig commersoni (Glassy) a8 p ip

hering breviceps £ 0wl Doty f D
odus sargus (Blacktail) D p
i oh aestaurius - A R B

piugs gluris Q. p- P il
b nins spence D
spcanthus amia (Garrick) D

&
g
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snaensigs (Halfbeak) D o P

: sorhamphus improvisus D

; lxwms sp. (Snapper Salmon) D
‘ - cephalus (Mullet, =2dults) £

: pi

.
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arni 1'JT, monocexros.
.
Near the Mpate r 'ha a m”We north only
us was found. ! i) et g me 1LMJ
nd in the edges 1s prod
to 6 inches
The last Penacid prawn was taken just south of Brodie's
roasing. A haul 200 yards.of shore yielded five small prawns
1 inch to 1% inches long, including one P, indicus and
sregentatives of two species of Macrobrachi ‘ This point
5 a pbout 9 miles above the bridge, by water,

- The type of net used and the extent to which it was

d were inadequate to give a full picture of the occurrence

igtribution of fishes. It is interesting to note, however,

Fh s nly four species of fish that do not breed in the lakes

ne ceught at any distance up from the estuary. Of fhbuu,
venile bream (& Unﬁvcp+7y Aty b vere found in fair numbers
niles up from the bridge. One Ly inch bream was captured one

i1e south of Charter!'s Lreek but none beyond that i 3a by

wilet (possibly M mzcrolenivj occurred as far as

et <

% id T n These two species :
, : eks of the opening of the
g zht a juvenile mullet and two
)
! he 4th immigrating species was the blacl
hich is surprisin g gsince 1t has naver
in the lakes. Two juveniles were capt
' te Mouth, the other near Fanies Igland.
The only adult of

* A by phalus from the Mpa

: . ‘ ] “wovﬂmably
ally closed,
Anglers in the Charter's Creek arca had n cat
untery Jrcam and an occasional oalmon, but % N .

+4 0 any.of these i 11l we
y € G naden 1
n

Jikin o After a al ® five years it is ble
ad P ' 1 prawngs to move
10 collecting !
v a. will obviou of
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